Cllr. Peter Lemmon: The Big Q

Councillor Rev. Dr. Peter Lermmmon is the Brent Mayar.
He is the first M ethodist minister to becaome Mayor of
Brentand has servedthe community at Harlesden
Wethodist church for nine years, anly retiring last Julby.

). What is your vision or plan for Brent youth?

& Thave to say of course we're only the mayor for one
year, and ["ve got three months more to go. So it snoten-
tirely my wision - 1t’s the corporate strategy. The strategy
has got five objec-
tives in this four
vear period, and
that will go on. &t
the centre of this 1z
putting children and
young people frst.
To that end they ve
heen trying to do a
bestwaue review of
youth services, ask-
ihg young people
what they them-
selves want. It's
TEry impottant to
listen to the chil-
dren, to listen to
children through the
youth and chul- —_—
dren’s user groups that we have, and we've kind of pressed
the schools to have schools councls where they can ex-
press themselves in the schools. But the three prongs of it
really are the youth service provision, the schools provision
and the community safety provision. We have a youth
crime co-ordinator, youth workers, and now, ciizenship
adwvizor in the school linked wath the RE programme, and
we'te tryin g to get them to co-ordinate the work together.
There’ s alot of good work being done, but one arm doesn’t
know what the other arm 1s doing, Until we know what's
going ot and how we can worl together, a lot of good
work 1z bemg done, butno one elsei1s benefiting from the
bestpractice that 15 around. But clearly, our young people
and children are the future, and clearly 1t’s important that
they imhihe a sense of ctzenship as well as their own self-
fulfilment Of course, we entirely need the partners in the
voluntary sector and the faith communities especially to
help with that I will say that we're only getting our act to-
gether rather late, but al those who are walling to be part-
ners I think will he very realy welcome.
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Did You Know?

First Citizen’s Hospitality

WWith I ewr buarm being the b curu:uugh W1ththe highest pet-
cetitage of people from ethnic minorty back grounds
[over 60%0, it’ s not surprising that C ouncillor Toy
Laguda, itsZimbabwrean-born Civie Ambassador and
First Citizen has been g o-active in engaging people from
awide range of backgrounds whenever she or ganises her
public activities.

Het most recert public activity was aV dertine’ s dinner
datce and fund raiser inai d of her official charities: Afri-
cat ¥ outh Or ganisation, Hiki sous H ousing Project, Plais
towr Hospital Cate Of The Eldetly and Victim Support OF
Mewhatn. The resplendent attires of the mayors and mavy
oresses, and African and Asian guests, had the Large Hall
of the Newham Town Hall positively glowing.

Feptesetitatives of the said charities wete onhand to wit-
tiess the funmarser in which money was beingraised for
thesm. There was the usual raffle (i £3 a pop) and auc-
tion. In between, we were entertained by the Horace
Atotie Datice Band a big batd that took us thr owgh wari-
ous styles of jazz and MOE. Iade up of elderly musi-
clans and singers, it re-affism ed one’s belief that today’s
woutng artists will hawve longs careers onlyif theyle srnto
et brace live musicianship, instead of its ower-reliance on
cotn puter teckmology.

Additional entertasirment was provided by the African
Touth dnamming snd dance troupe, Beyond The WAll
Smith Chalenge winner Lil TE, and the cortemporary
datic e art Boldgettes.

Whilst congratul ating the entertainers, Clly Tagada was
so atnittenbyr the adorable 14 wear old singer, she con-
fessedthat she had “fallenin lowe with Til TE ™ Bhe also
let us into a few secrets about Soldgettes, one of whose
memibers is her danghter. Just a few days before their per-
formatice, “the costum es were not ready, the dancing was
going a bit dodgy, but Um gladthey'we done it,” she said
with a amile, atid no doubt relived that she doesn’t have to
etudure the constant repetition of the music theyused for
their dance routinel

Snakes are reptiles which are found all over the world exceptin Ireland, New Zealand, and the Polar region?

Songhal was a great empire in the Sudan region in West Africa. From as early as the 7" centuiy AD, Songhai was a king-
dom in the area of great northward bend of the Niger river, and in the 13" century it was part of the empire of Ancient Mali?

Lil TK, A Rising Starr With A Head On His Shoulders

We first heard about the then 12 year old South London singer-songwriker called Lil TK
{(known to chose friemds and family as Theo Kerling when he entered the ‘B eyorwd The Wil
Smith Challenge competition” n 2002, He went on to win the first prize inthe song cate-
gory wikh ‘Hold On' {hyrics reproduced on page 8 andthe rest of the entries can be fournd
on wwwibtwsc, comi.

When Hewham Civic Ambassador Joy Laguda aghed B TWSC to nominate a young person
to entertain & her imd raising dinner, Lil TK was the olwious chok e His pafomance of
‘Hold i chamed the Ambassador and evaryone else nthe town hall Oue Pasa ? took
the opportunity to catch up with what has been happenng with Ll TK snce emtering our
competikion. But before then, hare’s some backoround

14 year old Lil TK {he was born Tth May 1989) has an 11 vear okl sister called Brookn,
who “used to play for Arsenal Iunt plays for Fuhamnow Bec ause it’s a better grks team™
raveals Lil TK. Hig mum Sharon is dedicated to helping her children pursue their interests
S0 what does she think of her budding pop gtar?

“He s a good bhoy. He drives himself, so I'm very fortunate,” says mum “It's a choice that
he has made, folowing his nusic, and that’s his goal inlife. The least | can do is dive him
here amd there, amd everywhere where he enjoys performing, and proving that he has gt
the talent and the abiity to go places.™
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Q What's your home studio s¢

& Thave a Yamaha 165 multi £
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